IJHMA 9,2 many developed countries currently have a fertility rate of 2.0 per female or less, the scenario is substantially different for undeveloped countries. With reference to Figure 3 , the fertility rates for seven West African countries are listed based on criteria from their last census. The fertility rate for Ghana (4.0) is comparatively high; however, this is the lowest fertility rate listed. The range of fertility rates increases sharply to a high of 7.6 in Niger. The implications for housing needs from higher fertility rates are clear. Although a family may be able to house an increased density for the children, when adulthood is reached and separate independent families are created, there will be an increased 1950 1955 1960 1965 1970 1975 1980 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2013 Total Residents (x 10,000)
Month
Source: National Bureau of Statistics of China (2015) 1950 1955 1960 1965 1970 1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2013 ProporƟon of PopulaƟon (%) Year Urban Rural
Source: National Bureau of Statistics of China (2015) Figure 2. Urban migration in China and dramatic demand for separate housing. The level of demand is relatively straightforward to estimate; however, it will require substantial expenditure on infrastructure, education and employment creation. The median age in the UK is shown in Figure 4 which was 33.9 years in 1974 and increased to 40 years by 2014. The ageing of the UK population is due to a decreased fertility rate and increased longevity. The lower fertility rate is linked to females delaying childbirth, the changing perception in society towards smaller families or deciding not to have children. Longevity is associated with substantial advances in medical science and the ability of UK residents to access resources in society, including housing, which provides shelter and a higher quality of living.
This analysis was carefully designed to inspire further research into housing markets using demographics. The countries in this discussion were selected due to the direct contrasts and the ability of population statistics to provide meaningful insights into the future housing market needs and trends. The data provided here were limited to population data only, and further investigations are needed to accurately determine the future trends affecting each housing market.
